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with A. J. Balfour and John Gorst to form a clique of four; nick-
named 'the Fourth Party', but in fact a 'ginger' group inside the
conservative opposition), who first saw the political possibilities
lurking in the religious issue. Not only might they rally their
own benches against the 'Radical atheist9, but a great many non-
conformist radicals and the whole Irish party (under Cardinal
Manning's direct instigation) could be brought into the same
lobby. Gladstone, than whom no more devout Churchman
lived, pleaded finely for tolerance. But he could not command
a majority. The ins and outs of the persecution are not worth
tracing here; suffice it that, though Bradlaugh went thrice to his
constituency and secured re-election, and though at all times he
was willing to take the ordinary oath, he could not sit in parlia-
ment as of assured right till 1886.* His personal demeanour
remained lofty and, save on one occasion, dignified. But the
successive incidents, from his committal to the Clock Tower
(1880) and his forcible ejection by ten policemen (1881) down
to the egregious judicial decision in the Court of Appeal (1885),*
greatly damaged the ministry by dividing its majority and ex-
hibiting it in postures of impotence, Northcote also showed
pitiably; for it was plain that he abetted the bullying by his
young bloods, not because he believed in it, but because he feared
the bullies.
The new government inherited two problems of empire—in
South Africa and in Afghanistan. Both were on the brink of new
troubles. In South Africa the Zulus had been crushed, but the
annexed Boers were approaching revolt* Dutch opinion through-
out South Africa was unanimous in demanding the restoration
of the Transvaal republic, which Gladstone's speeches had led
them to expect from him. But the cabinet decided against it,
and Frere, despite radical protests at home, was not at once
recalled. Still working for a federation of the four white com-
munities (Cape Colony, Natal, the Transvaal, and the Orange
Free State), he induced the Sprigg Government to propose in the
Cape parliament a scheme for a federating conference* It was
rejected on 25 June 1880 by the influence of the delegates (Kruger
and Joubert) from the Transvaal independence committee, His
1 The knot was then cut by the new Speaker, Peel, who peremptorily refused to
allow any member to interfere between another member and the oath* Thereby
he rendered ridiculous, not merely the spineless Brand, but the whole record of the
fevered 1880-5 house.
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